
 

 

 

 

 
June 21, 2024 
 
 
Hey all, 
 
Here’s this week’s report. 
 
Blessings and keep the faith. 
 
Bill 
 
 
Williamson County Commission 

 
There were three meetings of import this week.  On Monday, there was a hearing on the proposed 
new facilities for the county jail and the juvenile detention center.  There has been a lot of concern 
from we the people with regards to cost and location of these facilities.  I was only able to sit in on 
the first hour because I had to get over to the school board meeting that started a 6:30 pm.   
 
I am linking you to the power point presentation and all I have to say is that we were told that we 
have to have these facilities or we are out of compliance with state law and basically behind the 
times.  Here is the presentation and if I get more info, I will pass it on. 
 
This meeting should have been recorded and is one more reason why we need more transparency 
from our county. 
 
On Thursday, the commission approved the 24-25 county budget and here is the packet of 
resolutions and budget info.  Here is the video. 
 
There was a short special session just prior to the meeting to approve a resolution to forgive the 
Energy Savings Program debt payment by the school district for one year in the amount of 
$1,141,922.  The Energy Savings Program was an upgrade to school district buildings to make them 
more energy efficient.  Those upgrades included windows, insulation and the like and was funded 
by issuing bonds.  Each year, the school district gives back the interest on the bonds to the county 
and this year the county is forgiving the debt payment above. 
 
We’ve been talking about the school budget for several months that started with a spending to 
revenue gap of $25+ million.  Now we have a budget that actually has a surplus and it looks like 
below. 
 
After whittling down the $25+m the last $7,585,123 was taken care of with teacher’s salaries 
($1,988,956), technology ($3,999,800), office of principals ($454,445) and the debt forgiveness 
($1,141,922).   
 
See pages 77 and 78 below. 
 

/Users/owner/Documents/Wilco%20commission/Commissioners_Update_240617.pdf
https://www.williamsoncounty-tn.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/_06202024-442?packet=true
https://www.google.com/search?q=williamson+county+commission+meeting+june+20+2024&oq=williamson+county&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBggBEEUYOzIGCAAQRRg7MgYIARBFGDsyBggCEEUYOTIGCAMQRRg9MgYIBBBFGEEyBggFEEUYPTIGCAYQRRhBMgYIBxAuGEDSAQkxMDI1NmowajGoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:1aeb8b07,vid:Jt7au3ygwa8,st:0
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Notice the $193,296 surplus.   
 
There will be no tax increase, it will stay at $1.88 per $100 of assessed value.   
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Everything else in the budget passed.  Do take some time to peruse the 81 pages if you want to see 
more detail. 
 
Here is the schedule for next week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.williamsoncounty-tn.gov/calendar.aspx?CID=23,38,14
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Williamson County School Board 
 

There was a full board meeting on Monday.  Agenda  video 
 
Video segments of interest and their times are approximate:  
Superintendent contract renewal and extension 59 
Pay increases for arts teachers 1:15 
School safety 1:17 
Bullying 1:19 
22 students failed the TCAP this year 1:19:30 
Celebration of student successes 1:22 
Superintendent evaluation 1:30 
Amended budget 1:39 
Supplemental pay inequities 1:45  
New library policy 2:54 
PECCA 3:08 
 
Superintendent Golden talked about safety in our schools to include all students feeling safe in the 
classroom setting.  He talked about bullying and the fact that it was highest in the middle schools.  
He mentioned that addressing bullying was a very high priority.  The board Extended Golden’s 
contract for one year which, with the 6% increase, would make it $348,740.  Vote was 9 yes, and 
two no who were Donna Clements and Dan Cash.  
 
The budget got a lot of discussion.  It turns out that we have gone from a $25+ m gap to a $193,296 
surplus.  There was a long discussion on whether or not to use this surplus to increase art teacher’s 
pay.  An amendment was put forth by Jay Gailbreath that the surplus be used for the art/band 
teachers.  It was voted down with the idea that it will be taken up later.  Rick Wimberly mentioned 
that all teachers and staff are underpaid without exception and Eric Welch mentioned that there 
are a number of teachers and staff who go above and beyond their job description who should be 
included as well.  The amended budget passed 11-0 
 
The Library policy got a fair amount of discussion which was mostly a re-hash of past discussions.  
It passed 8-3, Welch, Haugh, and Wimberly were the three nos. 
 
PECCA is new to me, and you can read the policy and memorandum in the agenda and watch the 
video.  Basically, it is teacher input and this year they have changed the amounts of supplemental 
income for a few job descriptions including band and drama.  It passed 10-1 with Gailbreath voting 
no. 
 

Point of clarification 
 
After last month’s school board meeting, I published the following on 5/24: 
Several board members spoke about this policy.  Rick Wimberly noted that we have 50 librarians 
in the district and each of them, in order to evaluate 15% of their collection, would have to read 
approx. 1,800 each year.  Eric Welch noted that the district has been notified that 118 books are 
ready to be challenged (I checked with the superintendent’s office and got this response: 
“Williamson County Schools does not have a current book challenge.  You can email Mr. 
Welch to see who he was talking about during the meeting.”)    

https://meeting.boeconnect.net/Public/Agenda/566?meeting=638388
https://www.youtube.com/live/dULlpz_Krvs
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I neglected to contact Mr. Welch before publishing my 5/24 Recap.  I should have contacted 
Mr. Welch and gotten clarification from him. 
 
To be clear, this is what he said:  
"We've already had a group who has submitted a list to us of 118 books that they disagree 
with, that exists".  He used the terms submitted and to us.  Go to approx. 2:27:01 here to see for 
yourself. 
 
Since then, I have communicated with him and asked him for further clarification and this is what I 
got from an email he sent:  
“I never stated that WCS had received that many formal book challenges, but that there were 
groups who’d indicated that they had existing lists that length.  The number I referenced refers to an 
ongoing lawsuit and I can’t expand beyond that.  Another example is when I testified at the Capitol 
and another speaker referenced more than one hundred books they’d identified and were ready to 
challenge.  Had you asked me this earlier & directly I would have happily clarified for you, but you 
did not.  You misunderstood and you not-so-subtly suggested I was lying in both your email to me 
and your MFL update.” 
 
I asked for further clarification and, until now, I’ve gotten no reply.  I asked him to explain what he 
meant by “submitted” and “to us” and he has not responded.  So, as far as I’m concerned, the 
matter is closed and I accept his clarification, such as it is. 
 
There are no school board meetings in July. 
 
 
Williamson County Election Commission 

 
There were no meetings this week and none are scheduled for next week. 
 

 
Board of Mayor and Aldermen (BOMA) 

 
There wasn’t much this week, but next week is loaded here 
 
 
 

School board election 
 

All six republican candidates could use some help. 
 
The election is on August 1st. and early voting runs from July 12-27.  We need folks who are 
willing to do the following: 
 
Knock on doors for the candidates.  Face to face, person to person is very powerful.  It lets people 
know that the election is important and why.  It also allows the homeowner to ask questions and 
get clarification on the issues.  As we get schedules from the candidates, we will be sending out 
a signup genius for each candidate. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PEsvj1Da6zI
https://franklintn.portal.civicclerk.com/
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Put up yard signs.  First, you can put a yard sign at your home (if you live in an odd district).  
Secondly, we may have a need for a few of us to put out signs for some of the candidates and 
finally, you can encourage friends and neighbors who live in an odd district to take a sign. 
 
Hold signs at voting places.  During early voting and on election day, we need people to hold signs 
at voting locations.  It may be hard to believe, but many people who come to vote don't know much 
about any of the candidates.  At the last election, I was holding a sign for a candidate and several 
people stopped to ask about her and some of them were very favorable after talking with us.   
 
Attend and encourage others to attend any event put on by the candidate(s).  Meet and greets, 
campaign kickoffs, debates and forums are great places for potential voters to size up the 
candidates.  The more we get people out to see our candidates the better. 
 
Talk to people at your church, service organization, Bible study, bridge club etc.  We all need to 
be talking about the candidates and recruiting everyone we know to get informed and get involved.  
This is a group effort and we all need to pitch in to ensure that our candidates become school 
board members and not also rans. 
 
Write them a check.  Campaigns aren’t free.  Flyers, yard signs, text messages, videos all cost 
money. 
 
Here are the candidates: 
 
District 1  
Republican Tony Bostic. website  
  
District 3 
Republican Dr. Dennis Driggers website 
  
District 5 
Republican Dr. Margie Johnson. website 
  
District 7 
Republican Angela Beaton website 
  
District 9 
Republican Claire Reeves website 
  
District 11 
Republican Tonja Hibma website 
 

 
District 65 Election 

 
I am supporting Michelle Foreman, and this is her website. 
 
 

https://www.tonybostic.com/
https://dennisdriggersforschoolboard.com/
https://sites.google.com/view/drmargiejohnsonwcs5
https://angelabeaton.com/
https://www.voteclairereeves.com/
https://www.tonjahibma.com/
https://michelleforeman.com/
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If not me, who? 
If not now, when? 

 
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen (Heb. 11:1) 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 


